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President Nixon today warned that he will
not hesitate to cub off all American economnic and
military aid to any government whose leaders
participate in or protect the drug traffic.
He also praised the Central Intelligence

" Ageney for its role in fiehting internationat drug

traffic and said the
maligned.” ,
. He said the CIA has “performed superbly’
in f]g)ﬁ}lpg the international drug trade. “In the
field of intclligence,” he added, “we always find
that the failures ave those that are publicized. Its
successes by definition rmust always be secret. In
this area, there are many stccesses, and particu-
Jaxly oncs of which thisagency can. be very proud.”

Critics of the CiA have charged thal the
Agency has aided drug traffickers in Southeast
Asia to help maintain alliances. '

) Hc spoke of “fine initial progress’ in jmmo-
})ﬂ_mmg and destroying sources of drugs coming
into-the United States.

. - 3 Ty ~ (171 & 3
and ?ﬁrisélci, Fl_ancc, Paraguay, Leos, Thailand

‘ ‘urkey are just a few examples of the many
Icpunt;;ms whlere the work of American officials,
l1011} the ambassader down, in partnership with
t(;ca rc‘>)ff101a]s, ha§ preduced important break-
_31;(1);1 é ‘1115“.'“ r}lugc heroin seizures, key arrests, or

- in Turkey’s casc — the courageous decision to
eradicate the opium poppy itsell.”

eyl g j 3 j
3 ﬁ'.I‘I‘le President said he considers keeping
dangerous drugs out of the United States “just as
ll;l‘zléqrt(e}x_;t as keeping armed enemy forces from

ll ing in “Lhc United States” because the drugs
can }cndangor the lives of youg Americans just as
much as would an invading army.

Speaking at an internati
peaking L ernational conference on
dmg'comm!‘aj. the State Department. he asked
f»g‘:ctnc{zn olf mm(ls'.(rom around the world to con-
ey to foreion officials with whom th “thi
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persnal message” rom me: y deal ,“ N

agency has been “ruch
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“Any government whose
leadcrs participate in or pro-
tect the activitics of those
who contribute to oar drug
program should know that the
_President of the Uniled States
is required by statute {o sus-
end all American cconomic
and military assistance to
such a regime.

T ghall not hesitale to com- cently,
with raised the question of whether

CIA operatives knowingly en-
gaid he has been g

ply fully and promptly
that statute.”
Nixon
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The President’s praise-of the

CIA role follows claims and
official denials that the agen-
cy's Alr America has helped
{tansport herein in Southeast
Asia, '

In a book called “The Poli-

tics of Ierein in Southeast
Asia,” that was published re-
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aged in such traffic to help

soracking the whip! over gov- maintain alliances.

crnment agencles involved in

dealing with dangerous arugs aceused
ments of : : )
cast Asia—particularly in Sai~
gon—~-of
tyaffic

to get them to “quit fighting
cach other and start fighting
{he problem.” .

Citing some results, he said
ihe number of arrests of drug
{raffickers in the last fiscal
year was double the number
arrested in 1968, and the sei-
zures of heroin and other itlicit
drugs are atan all-time high.

“Very sharp increascs in the
prices of heroin throughout the
eastorn United States indicate
that the supply is drying up
and that the pressure is on the
criminal drug trade,” he said.

Nixon’s statements appar-
ently were in response to a
statement yesterday by Demo-
cratic presidential candidate
Sen. George S. McGovern.

McGovern said the number
of heroin addicts in the United
States had doubled since 1968
and charged that Southeast
Asia had becoune a major
source of heroin because the
administration would not
crack down on the narcotics
tfrade in Laos, Thailand and
South Vietnam,

Nixon made no direct refer-
ence to McGovern's charges,
but his comments appeared to
be a sharp counterattack.
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specifically, McCoy
officials 'in goverh-~
U.S. allies in South-
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